
NEWS OF ZION LUTHERAN | ANOKA MAY 2022

In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
5 pm (Sat)
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9 am (Sun)

GOSPEL READINGS

Apr 30-May 1
John 21:1-19

May 7-8
John 10:22-30

May 14-15
John 13:31-35

May 21-22
John 14:23-27

May 28-29
John 17:20-26

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Zion Super Sale - June 9 & 10
After a 3-year hiatus due to the pandemic, Zion’s Super Sale 
is back. For those who organize it and volunteer, the Super 
Sale is more than a rummage sale. It is where friendships are 
made and old ones are renewed. It is fun, laughter and hard 
work. It is an opportunity to raise funds for Zion’s mission and ministry. Mark your 
calendar and watch for more information in May. To volunteer for the sale, contact Liz 
Jensen, 763-360-4590. Donation drop-off will be June 5-7.

Weekly Worship Opportunities
In-Person & Online

Saturdays @ 5 pm and Sundays @ 8 am, 9 am & 11 am

Radio (BOB-FM, 106.1)
Sundays @ 9 am (live)

Cable TV (Cable Ch. 6)
Saturdays @ 5 pm

Sundays @ 10 am & 5 pm

Register NOW for Summer Camps!
“We love because God first loved us!” 1 John 4:19
Join us for a variety of kids camps and family events for 
kids from birth through Grade 5, and explore what it 
means to love God and love our neighbor!

• “Who is my Neighbor?” Vacation Bible School - June 27-30 OR July 11-14; Mon-
Thur, 9 a.m.-noon, ages 3-Gr. 5

• Zion Sports Camp - July 25-28; Mon-Thur, 9 a.m.-noon, Gr. K-5
• Camp Create It - Aug 8-11; Mon-Thurs, 9 a.m.-noon, Gr. K-5
• Mini Camps for Mini Kids - Wed., June 1 “Rainbow Adventure”; Tue., June 14 “Mr. 

Rogers’ Neighborhood”; Thur., June 23 “Beach Bash”; Tue., July 19 “Queen Esther”
• Picnic + Paint Family Nights - June 15 and Aug 3; 5-7 p.m. All are welcome!

For full descriptions of each camp check out the Zion Kids and Families Summer 2022 
Brochure located in the Document Center at www.zionanoka.org.

All interested children may attend our summer day camps, so please invite your 
neighbors and friends! To request a cost reduction, contact Pastor Mike Rueckert 
mrueckert@zionanoka.org.



a message from Pastor Brent
Thank You!
As I write this on the Monday after Easter, I am still feeling uplifted by our Easter worship at 
Zion. It was a very special Easter weekend for me and I hope for you, too. It was wonderful to 
see a full Church after two years without in-person Easter worship in our building due to the 
pandemic. Many thanks to all those who worked hard to make it such a special Easter at Zion: 
the altar guild, ushers, greeters, readers, volunteers who did a spring clean-up of our grounds, 
bulletin folders and stuffers, the décor team, the choir, the hand bell choir, all of the musicians,

Parables
By Colleen Nelson

When our daughter was 2½ years old her vocabulary was increasing profusely by the day. One day, when a friend 
of mine dropped by, I decided to demonstrate my toddler’s prowess in the art of animal sounds. I asked her, “What 
does the cow say?” Moo. “What does the horse say?” Neigh. “What does the lion say?” I do believe in spooks. I do, 
I do, I do believe in spooks. It was evident, in that moment, she had watched the Wizard of Oz movie more than 
a few times. This anecdote illustrates how children at this tender age pick up language and often parrot what 
they hear. Fast forward to our almost 2½ year old grandson (son of the aforementioned daughter.) He and I were 
driving to meet his mom the other day, when he busted out with the ABC’s song. It was his version, of course, 
but I was impressed with how much of it was spot on. To the extent that children absorb their surroundings like 
a sponge, adult minds are more like generic paper towels. We rely heavily on our mobile devices to capture and 
store information for us. We listen half-heartedly to what’s being said because we know, if needed, we can look 
it up in a nanosecond. On the other hand, people in Jesus’ time didn’t have the luxury of technology. When Jesus 
spoke, the crowd was conditioned to commit to memory what he said, in order to pass along his critical teachings 
to the next generation. Jesus often taught in parables. Not only did he tell stories the crowd could relate to, but he 
also used a format that was easy to remember. This spring I’m reminded of the Parable of the Sower in Matthew 
13:3-9. He likened God’s word to seeds that were sown on rocky ground, among thorns, and on good soil. The 
latter produced grain as much as a hundredfold. He finished with the command, “He who has ears, let him hear.” 
And to that point, I’m compelled to add - let them listen, absorb and share, as well.

and our Zion staff. It truly was a glorious Easter and we are grateful to all those who helped celebrate our Lord’s 
resurrection at Zion.

Radio Broadcast Changes on BOB-FM
Two years ago at the beginning of the pandemic, Zion initiated the radio broadcast of our Sunday morning service 
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on BOB-FM radio. This has become an effective outreach ministry of our 
congregation, but like many things, the cost of the weekly broadcast has gone up by 25% since its inception. In 
order to continue the radio broadcast, beginning in May, Zion’s radio broadcast will be 30 minutes and will air 
through the sermon each week. We are pleased that we have found a way to continue the broadcast that is 
financially sustainable. Thank you to all who continue to support the BOB-FM broadcast with special gifts and 
memorials.

May Easter and the signs of spring renew and refresh you.



welcome

JOYA Presents - The St. Olaf Orchestra - June 2 at 7 pm

The St. Olaf Orchestra, conducted by Steven 
Amundson, will perform at Zion Lutheran Church on 

Thursday, June 2 at 7 p.m. during its 2022 summer tour. 
The St. Olaf Orchestra is a full symphony orchestra rich 

in international artistry and tradition and known for 
its enthusiastic and passionate performances. Founded 
in 1906, the 95-member ensemble has been heralded as 

one of the finest collegiate orchestras in the country, and 
won the 2013 and 2019 American Prizes in Orchestral 

Performances among colleges and universities.

This concert is free and open to the public through Zion 
Lutheran’s JOYA Concert Series, and features a cello solo by 

Zion’s own Amelia Podolny.

To get your free tickets in advance and for more 
information about this concert, please contact us at 

eventbrite@stolaf.edu or 800-363-5487.

Baptism Class - May 1
If you are expecting, have had a baby or are adopting a child and would like to know more about baptism at Zion, 
we will be having a baptism class on Sunday, May 1 at 10 a.m. Please contact Kristine at kjohnson@zionanoka.org 
to register for the class.

New Member Orientation - May 1
A new member information meeting for those who are interested in learning more about Zion and/or becoming 
a member will be held on Sunday, May 1 at 10 a.m. in the Legacy Room. The session will be led by Pastor Brent. 
Please email Pastor Brent bcampbell@zionanoka.org or call the church office at 763-421-4656 if you plan to 
attend or have questions about membership at Zion. RSVP helpful but not required.

Memorial Service for Pastor Groehler
Pastor Reuben Groehler was Senior Pastor at Westwood Lutheran Church from 1976 to 1993. 
He also served as Pastor at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Spring Valley, Roseville Lutheran 
Church in Roseville, Christ the King Lutheran Church in Bloomington, and Zion Lutheran 
Church in Anoka. He passed away April 5, 2021, the day after Easter. A Memorial Service is 
planned for him on Tuesday, May 10 at 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary at Westwood Lutheran 
Church, 9001 Cedar Lake Road, St. Louis Park. A coffee fellowship time will be held following 
the service. Please mark your calendar if you wish to join us at this special time of remembrance and tribute for 
Pastor Rube. All are welcome!



welcome

financial updates

Spring Clean-Up Day - Thank You Volunteers!

Thank you, Verne Winter, Zion members and Scouts & families for the great couple of days of outdoor spring 
clean-up around Zion and the Green Space. It all looks great!

Mortgage Reduction Update
With your help we continue to chip away at our mortgage. A payment of $30,000 from last year’s Building Fund 
excess was applied to the mortgage at the end of April. Thanks to those who have given to the Building Fund and/
or made special gifts to the mortgage reduction “match” from the Zion Foundation, we have reduced our mortgage 
to approximately $1,972,000. This is a reduction of about $250,000 since January 1, 2022. Any new gift to the
Building Fund, over and above current pledges in place for our capital appeal, will be matched dollar for dollar by 
the Zion Foundation up to $300,000 over the next 3 years. The mortgage reduction will save a significant amount 
of interest in the remaining life of our loan and will allow us to pay our loan off a few years early. Thank you for 
your ongoing support for our Building Fund and mortgage reduction effort!

Gift Planning
Gift planning is relevant for both today and for the future. Here are two questions for today that you might ask 
yourself, or a financial advisor if you use one: How much can I give to charity annually and still meet my spending 
goals? What is the best way for me to give to charity annually?

By taking some time to answer these questions, you may be able to grow in generosity. Thank you for your 
financial support for the mission and ministry of Zion Lutheran Church!



worship and grow

Weekend Guest Preacher - May 14 & 15
On the weekend of May 14 and 15 Pastor Dan Ruth will be preaching at Zion at all four services. Dan is the 
Executive Director of Lutheran Partners in Global Ministries, an organization that provides access to quality 
education for people at the margins, especially women and girls. LPGM works with local and global partners to 
listen, respond and bear witness to local needs and priorities.

Celebrating Our High School Seniors
Graduation Blessing Day | May 8 | 9 am & 11 am Services
All graduating seniors and their families are invited to join us on May 8, Mother’s Day, to bless our high school 
seniors that are graduating! Families are then invited to join us for cake and coffee at 10 a.m. to celebrate! If you 
wish to participate in the blessing, please RSVP to Josh by May 4 by calling 763-506-8123 or emailing him at 
jmyroniuk@zionanoka.org.

Sunday Adult Forums
Join us Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall as we conclude the series God Heard Their Cry, from the 
DVD study That the World May Know featuring Ray Vander Laan. We finish up our adult forums for this program 
year on May 8 & 15.
• May 1: God Heard Their Cry - Session 5 - The Lord Reigns: The Red Sea
• May 8 : Archaic Words and Ideas in Hymns: Which, Wert and Art and, Evermore Shalt be. Presented by Dr. 

Jonathan Campbell
• May 15: Pastor Dan Ruth, Executive Director of Lutheran Partners in Global Ministries will be here to share 

with us the ministry of LPGM.

Zoom Thursday Bible Study
It’s not too late to join the study based on the Book of Esther. We are using the book “You Were Made For This 
Moment: Courage for Today and Hope for Tomorrow” by Max Lucado and meets Thursdays at 1 p.m. (CDT) now 
through May 26. Register at https://bit.ly/367NnPA. You may purchase the book at https://amzn.to/3JsJ7J2.

Summer Intern Positions: Now Open to High School Seniors
We’re expanding our search for Children’s Ministry Interns to include graduating high 
school seniors! Here’s what interns do:

• Work with a team of young adults to plan and lead faith-based day camps for kids.
• Receive quality training in group management, safety assessment and planning, child 

development and communication skills.
• Work June 6-Aug.11, 12-30 hours per week, mostly M-TH mornings.
• Receive competitive compensation. Past participants have also received course credits.

Applicants should be young adults from the high school graduating class of 2022, or older. (We still have openings 
for current college students, as well.) For job description and application go www.zionanoka.org and click on the 
Document Center tab. Questions? Contact Ann Campbell at (763) 421-4656, acampbell@zionanoka.org. Please 
apply ASAP!



care

Baptisms
April 16 - Cameron Crooker
April 23 - Brody Nolby

Audrey Dougherty
Oren & Carol Larson
Larry & Kathy Nelson
Roger & Margaret Denlinger
Dale Mueller

Support Our Radio Broadcast on BOB-FM
Thank you to these recent supporters of the Radio Broadcast Fund:

about our people

Shirley Dussl
Pam & Bill Travis
Craig Bakken
Kristine Johnson
Lois Peterson

Deaths
Al York
Warren Lindeke
Barbara Slatoski
Norman & Doris Bernard

Deaths
Gene Sack
Susan Woodruff
Ed Peterson
Marc Boehlke

Glenn & Colleen Virgin
Cara Fish in memory of Audre Kiecker
Carol Larson in memory of Gene Sack

Zion Equity Team - Strengthening 
Relationships
In last month’s Herald we described what the Zion Equity Team is. In a 
nutshell, it has two components, Faith Practices and Neighboring Practices. 
These two practices go hand-in-hand. The first is about our relationship to 
God, and the second is about our relationship with others.

Team members have learned some of the different ways Christians practice their faith. A faith practice might be 
enhanced by learning new ways to read and study the Bible. Such practices can provide us with new inspiration 
and motivation to apply it in our lives which naturally leads to our relationship with others; in other words, our 
neighbors. Our neighbors can be the people living in our homes, neighborhoods or just out in public, basically any 
human being we encounter. Strengthening relationships with individuals no matter who they are can start with 
some simple habits-for example, listening. Not everyone is good at this but anyone can learn to do it. The Equity 
Team received a little reminder card with the word WHEAT on it. Wheat is an acronym. Each letter in the word 
WHEAT stands for a topic to talk about that can help you connect with a person: W = Where; H = Hobbies; E = 
Experiences; A = Acquaintances; T = Travel. If you engage in a one-on-one conversation with someone this month 
to get to know them better and are unsure how to start, try it.

Hospital Visits and Pastoral Care
If you or a family member are in the hospital or have had a change in your health status and would like a pastoral
visit, please call the church office at 763-421-4656, email Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pastor Sue
swallager@zionanoka.org or let any of the pastors know.

Deaths
Donna Nienaber
Esther Olson
Janyce Clausen



serve

Thanks for your participation in Zion’s Matthew Bag Ministry. Youth and Confirmation groups, Sunday School and 
VBS children, Church Circles and Bible study groups and more have made the trip around the bagging table! A 
congregational bagging event will be held May 1st from 10 to 11 a.m. in the Theater.

These bags are serving the needs of many in our community through Hope4Youth, ACBC, Salvation Army-Blaine, 
YMCA-Coon Rapids, Anoka Ramsey/Anoka Technical Colleges, Anoka Treatment Center, area churches and 
schools. In addition, bags located at the Welcome Desk have been replenished all winter long! With the arrival of 
Spring and warmer weather, it’s time to “Make and Take” a bag to be given, in a safe manner, to a needy person 
you encounter. (Feel free to leave that second bag for use in our community.) Items currently needed (cash 
donations also gladly accepted): water (16 oz bottles), granola bars, Kleenex (individual packs), toothpaste (2 oz 
or less) and toothbrush (single, wrapped). Donations may be left at the Welcome Desk. Questions? Contact Pat 
Reuss at 763-421-7637 or Louise Person at 763-444-1489.

Habitat For Humanity
Zion will once again be working with Twin Cities Habitat For Humanity in the summer of 2022. We have been 
approved by Habitat for a Blitz week build from August 1 to August 5. Last year we were restricted to 8
volunteers per day because of COVID, but this year we will be allowed to have a maximum of 12 volunteers per 
day. Our project this year will be a rehab of a house in Coon Rapids. We will send more information later 
regarding sign ups and the location of the house. Over the years since about 1994, Zion has made a significant 
impact on affordable housing in our wider community by both our financial support and our hands-on labor of 
love in this vital ministry. Thank you so much for your past and ongoing support. If you have questions please call 
Bill Norquist at 763-421-1630 or Sylvan Flaten at 763-421-6607.

Family Promise - Zion’s Hosting Date is May 26 
Family Promise hosting for Zion will be May 26. A gift card, gas card and a kid-focused hospitality bag will be 
delivered to each family. The family provides us with a list of items that the children will need. Currently there 
are 4 families and 11 individuals in the program. The ages of the children are 1, 3, 7, 9, 12, and 16. If you would 
like to participate, please make out your check to Family Promise in Anoka County and mail it to 14515 Nowthen 
Blvd NW, Ramsey, MN 55303 with a note that it is to be used for the Zion hosting week. We encourage you to make 
cards or anything you’d like to create to let the families know that they are being thought of by Zion members 
during their time of challenge. There will be a special temple talk in May by a Family Promise board member to 
update you on upcoming plans, how the hosting has changed and what is happening to the program as we move 
forward. If you have any questions, please contact Dulcie at 763-427-2488.

Matthew Bag Ministry

Deborah-Priscilla Circle Ruth Circle Naomi Circle



A WELCOMING FAITH COMMUN IT Y.
GROWING. CARING. SERVING.

1601 4th Avenue
Anoka MN 55303 NON–PROFIT

U.S. POSTAGE
PAIDPAID

TWIN CITIES, MN
PERMIT NO. 4190

WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

pre-k news

Above: Hat Day - We all wore hats to Pre-K! We made hats and 
admired the hats our friends and teachers wore.

Far Right: Ocean Week - Our very own Melissa Schrock is a diver 
and showed us pictures of sea life and we measured how long 
different sharks can be.


